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Course Comments
MEDIA
21100
Sec: 01

The class was fascinating, and the online materials definitely helped enhance the course. However, it was way too imbalanced in
terms of coverage between the right and left, and felt as though we were analyzing the issues that conservative media had while
glossing over liberal media.

 

This is easily one of the best classes I've taken. Learning all this information about news literacy has increased my knowledge on the
news and journalism, would definitely recommend this class to anyone who wants to take an interesting course. Professor McCarthy's
online lectures do an excellent job at explaining different concepts and is very thorough with explanations. Only issue I had was the
amount of work within the weekly modules since they do take up a lot of time, but that was solved towards the end of the semester
when some aspects were reduced.

 Taking this course was very helpful. The lectures were set up in a very organized manner that was easy for students to understand
and it has helped me as a student and citizen know how to effectively and accurately take in and deconstruct news.

 

The professor gives a massive overloaded work every single week, addition with a weekly quiz which grades harshly. They expect us
more than if we were majoring this field. If we falls behind even 1% of the course, you will automatically fail that class. The last few
quizzes gets impulsively gets changed to a non-openbook quiz which we will have to do in person class. Although, the syllabus was
scheduled to do the weekly quiz through online and was allowed to take them with open-book, since this class teaches a massive
amount of context. Until then, it was fair, however somehow some person from a different class "cheated" during an open-book quiz,
made us take all the responsibility and the rest of the multiple asynchronomous class was also affected. Also, I did not feel any
kindness or understandings from the professor towards to the international student.

 good job . However i feel as if though if someone is caught cheating then that person and that person only should get in trouble not
everyone

 
I really enjoyed this course and got a lot out of it. My only issue is that there is sometimes an unnecessary amount of homework in my
opinion. I did not have time for an hour long quiz the same week an essay draft is due and I’m sure many other students felt the
same. Have a great summer!

 McCarthy is wonderful! She makes the material easy to digest and she provides so many opportunities to her students to do well in
the course. I'm really glad I took MEDIA 211.

 

I have a lot to say about this class, so I will try to keep it short. This entire class is about learning how to seek out sources and
determining if they're accurate. That's great and a very important skill. However, 90% of the readings came from a website that
Professor McCarthy runs. It completely defeats the purpose of the class if the vast majority of our readings are coming from one
source that we read without questioning the validity of: the same source that is responsible for our grade in the class. It's such a
fantastic way to stifle in-class discussion being critical of the content, which is one of the most important parts of any college course
(especially one based on accuracy in the media). The lessons and subsequent quizzes were based around terminology that was
seemingly invented by Professor McCarthy and doesn't exist outside the classroom. Not just that, but many of them are redundant. A
"news neighborhood" is effectively the same thing as a "news diet:" and neither of those terms can be found anywhere but News
Literacy Matters. We were also given convoluted acronyms to teach us how to analyze a source: none of which we ever used on
Professor McCarthy's site. Then, towards the end of the semester, the online quizzes were shifted to be in person, with fewer
questions, and closed note. This didn't make any sense. The reason it was done was because people were allegedly cheating by
using the same sentence summarizing the week's lesson. Even if that were true, you should want everyone to have a similar answer
to that because it means that week's information was delivered in a clear way. When they were moved in person, we no longer had
access to our notes and there were fewer questions. This made absolutely no sense and felt incredibly spiteful. If the purpose of
doing them in person was to combat cheating, then why take away our access to our notes? Why reduce the number of questions
which would simply make it easier to get a worse score? Then, there's the group project and final essay. Assessing a conspiracy
theory should be a fun assignment. But it isn't when your group is assigned a conspiracy theory, and they're all incredibly popular
ones that have been broken down a ton already. The group project was nothing compared to the ridiculous final essay. For some
reason, in our 1000 word essay, we had to include four sources from the class readings, only one of which could be from Professor
McCarthy's website. An entire class about seeking out and evaluating sources, and our research paper needs to include sources that
we have been given. It would have been one thing if we could use multiple from NLM. Despite the questionable significance of that
website in the course, there were several articles on there that explained stuff pretty well that could be used in our final paper.
Instead, we had to find quotes from three of roughly twenty articles to fit into a very specific essay. Most of the articles we got to
choose from were very specific stories and anecdotal opinion pieces. I had to take a break from writing my essay to write this
because I was having so much trouble finding anything remotely applicable that it was making my head hurt. This class covers an
incredibly important issue but unknowingly defeats the entire purpose by stripping us of the opportunity to actually analyze sources.
The quizzes felt like busy work that were based on finding buzzwords in articles written by our professor, and the essays were
incredibly specific with little to no room for any sort of creative input from the students. This class has amazing potential, but in order
to achieve that, Professor McCarthy needs to distance herself from the readings and give the students more opportunities to be
creative. In short: there is no real world scenario where someone will tell you "summarize this one article and make sure to quote
three of these ten articles that I wrote." Only in media 211.

MEDIA
21100
Sec:
RS1

Prof. McCarthy is not only very organized in her instruction, but I also like that she mixes up the students in class so that we are able
to meet new people. I think this is important for a commuter school. Also, although her Zoom lessons are informative, I much prefer to
be in class. It is hard for me to sit through Zoom lectures, and I find them less rewarding.

 Thank you so much for a wonderful semester.

 

This was a very organized course and it most definitely enhanced my reading and writing skills. I've learned so much in this course
with skills that will be helpful beyond general academia. I loved the in-person labs and being able to do group work with a different
group each time and having the materials organized in a module was very helpful and easy to follow. I loved the writing conferences
helping me write and understand the edits made to my paper. God bless thanks for everything.

 A great professor one of the best ive had, it was an honor to be apart of her class give lady a raise on god

 
Professor McCarthy explained the topics really well. It was very helpful to have asynchronous recorded lectures because I could go at
my own pace and not worry that I missed something in my notes. She was great at making us more news literate consumers and i
have changed my ways

 The asynchronous learning was really beneficial as I visual learner because I was able to sit down and learn at my own pace. The
lectures and added content for each weekly module were very informative.

 I think the asynchronous lectures of this course were good and the strongest aspect of the course.
 Very informative and relevant class.
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