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This course seemed really difficult at first, but it was worth it! I learned a lot, improved my writing skills, and
interviewing skills. I enjoyed the class trips too.

 
Professor McCarthy's class was the best mix of challenging and fun. She challenges her students as
journalistic writers all while keeping the class engaging and interesting. Reporting and Writing 1 with her
only increased my love for journalism as well as my drive for wanting to pursue it as a career.

 

Prof. McCarthy, well, I don't even know where to begin with this one. This past semester has been
absolutely draining and rewarding at the same time. I have never been pushed to this extent before when it
comes to writing, creating and learning. I LOVED this class. Prof. McCarthy is such an experienced,
enthusiastic, well-organized academic. Her previous years in the media industry have clearly made her an
ideal individual for teaching in the field. She has not only thought me things I never would have learned
anywhere else, but she has also been an outstanding mentor. In times when I had difficulty with the
material or other personal issues, she was understanding, compassionate and immensely helpful. I can't
believe how grounded she is given everything she has accomplished. The moment she sets foot through
the door of our classroom, she gets straight to business. McCarthy's overall teaching methods are great!
The only tiny negative remark I have is the fact that we had too much material to cover but not enough time,
so I would often feel rushed through lessons. Other than that, I can only speak highly of Prof. McCarthy's
course. I also have to mention the class tours - CNN and The New York Times. Even with a broken hip, she
organized these special, private tours and gave us something to remember and appreciate for the rest of
our lives. This woman deserves nothing but praise. She will change Hunter's Media Department for the
better. Don't lose her!

 Great course. A tad hectic with jumpy assignment due dates and sporadic quizzes. Learned a lot.

 

Professor McCarthy was a very good professor. I have only seen a professor so dedicated once before.
She, however, expects the same dedication to her class that she puts in. As much as I'd like to dedicate
myself to her class, I, like many of my classmates, have to work and it doesn't give me much time to do her
homework. It was often time consuming and a bit unrealistic. When I was able to do it, it was very
compelling. The field trips she took us on provided us with amazing once in a lifetime opportunities. The
only complaint I would have is some assignments have unrealistic expectations. In the group project we
had, we needed to interview twenty people. My teammate and I both work and one of us lives very far from
school so it was nearly impossible to do our assignment because of conflicting schedules. We both ended
up having to take time off work and losing hours can be devastating because it means losing wages.
Overall, Professor McCarthy was an amazing professor and got us very familiar with the subject in a short
amount of time. She made the classroom really feel like a community and everything that came out of her
mouth was helpful. She is understanding and fair and I'd love to have her as a professor, again.
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Professor McCarthy you are an outstanding teacher! You are organized, on time, and well connected, and
probably one of the best professors in the Media Department. I was impressed by the fact that you brought
in a Propublica Journalist to give us insight into the industry. I will never look at the Red Cross the same
way again. I think you should trim the amount of assignments, because it was very demanding. If not trim,
then get a (W) writing intensive designation for the class so that we students get credit for the numerous
papers. OUTSTANDING!

This course was honestly a course that changed the way I think about many things. This course taught me
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to question things and not just believe the first thing I see. Unlike many courses I have taken in the past I
will not forget the information that I learned during this course. It taught me to evaluate news but it also
applies to many aspects of life where I must not jump to a conclusion without verifying and seeking the
truth. In terms of writing I feel that this course really helped me. I personally did not like the Twitter feed and
I feel that many people in the class forgot about it. In the future maybe it would be more useful to use
Twitter as a platform to seek out many tweets that put out incorrect information and show how many people
will believe the information that is tweeted without investigating. An assignment to show how social media
platforms really increase the amount of information and how this effects what people believe. Overall this
was a really informative and interesting course and you were one of the best professors I have had while at
Hunter. You were organized and you really conveyed the information. Although I may not have done so
great on all the quizzes I liked that they forced me to review notes and really remember all the information
from the course. Good job teaching this course!!

 Excellent and well-organized course. It might make sense to spend more class time on online media, like
online news networks and things like that.

 Great class!

 

Sissel McCarthy is one of the best teachers I have ever had at Hunter College hands down. She not only
has passion for teaching but also for the students she is teaching. I felt guided, I felt motivated, and above
all I felt as if I received valuable knowledge from her course. She is clearly intelligent and experienced yet
she was humble and kind hearted. She motivated me to do better, be better, want better. Love love love,
can not wait to take more of her courses.

 course was a bit of a heavy load, considering there are other classes that students are taking at the same
time. but overall a quite enthusiastic and supportive professor with great knowledge.

 

This course is extremely vital in understanding and analyzing the news world. I can honestly say that I have
taken much away from this course and it has truly changed the way I read a news article or watch a TV
news report. However, the work load for this course seems to be too much. 4 smaller essays, a final essay,
midterm, numerous homework assignments, and news quizzes are just some of the requirements that
make up my grade. Many of the homework assignments were repetitive, and essay 2 and 3 felt as if they
could have been combined in order to make one longer essay. In a CUNY where most kids do not dorm
and seem to have more external responsibilities this course may not be one I would recommend to
someone. It would also be nice to offer the extra credit assignment towards the end of the semester that
way kids have all of their grades in for homework and quizzes.
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