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MEDP
20100
Sec: 01

This was not an easy course but it was challenging in a way that helped me to grow as a writer and use
feedback to better my work. I appreciate all the time that was given to each of us in the classroom and
during office hours. Professor McCarthy is a dedicated and forward-thinking professor who has helped us to
learn the elements of journalism while also incorporating new media and social networking sites/apps, thus
advancing this course into the news environment of 2016.

 This class has a lot of work and sometimes it was difficult to manage along with the workload for my other
classes. I think there should be less weekend reporting because not everyone has time for that.

 
I really enjoyed taking this class. Journalism was not something I ever had an interest in but professor
McCarthy definitely changed that. The class was fun and different from many other writing classes I've
taken. My favorite part were the trips to the New York Times and CNN.

 

This class was a lot of work. You had to go out of your comfort zone for all of the assignments and
challenge yourself as well. I learned a lot but I didn't really like how it was taught. The powerpoint slides
would change so fast and they were never put up online so if you missed a class and couldn't get notes
from another student, there was no way you were getting them. It was impossible to write anything down
fast enough.I also did not enjoy peer review from other students. No one wants to give others advice on
their work and they also don't like to receive it. No one cares enough to do that and makes me anxious for
others to see my work. I didn't like how there would be additional homework due the day a major
assignment is due. However, I learned so many things that are going to help me in the future. I came in not
knowing what to expect and not knowing how to write for news at all and I definitely think that I improved. I
liked having a lot of homework assignments because there is a way to improve your grade as opposed to
some of my other classes where we just have a midterm, paper and final so if you don't do so well on one
it's almost impossible to receive a good grade.

 

*For a 3 credit course, the work load is extremely large. Students aren't given enough time to complete very
complex assignments and the grading is so hard for an introductory course. *The Professor is highly
knowledgable about the subject, knows the material well and obviously an esteemed professional. *Please
take off Snapchat as a course requirement. Not every student has a high quality phone or the space and
time to use it. 1 minute snapchats did not do anything for the story. The videos and photos were much
better. *Clear instruction and due dates. Nothing was ambiguous or unorganized. Professor is very
understanding about schedule changes or issues with instructions and due dates. *Please no more group
projects. not everyone is as passionate about the subject as you. the group project just stuck students who
care about their work with students who rather have others carry them. It is really awful. *The New York
Times and CNN tours were amazing and rewarding for students. *The Domain assignment was extremely
rewarding, please keep it in the course. It provided an important skill we would use later. *Please give
students more time and space for weekend reporting. Please understand the limits and constraints of the
student. Not going to work and changing into different sections are luxuries only certain students can afford.
*Extremely clear-cut midterm and final. Easy to study for and work on.

 
Professor McCarthy provides a challenging but action packed curriculum that really teaches us what it
means to report and write on assigned topics which is easier said than done. Class trips were once in a
lifetime opportunities and writing, rewriting and editing is rigorous but meaningful.

 
I enrolled in Reporting and Writing I as a fulfillment requirement for my major, with no intentions to pursue
journalism. However, professor McCarthy has genuinely increased my interest in journalism. Although her
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work assignments may be intensive, it really helped refine my writing skills.

MEDP
20200
Sec: 02

The most professional and experienced professor I've had so far at Hunter. Professor McCarthy has high
standards and expects the best of all students. This can be initially frustrating but only encouraged me to
work harder and strive to be better. McCarthy is very passionate about the subject and provides various
opportunities for us to experiment with different aspects of journalism, giving us the creative license to
discover our niche within the world of journalism. I learned core values in this course that I will most
definitely carry with me throughout my career.

 

I enjoyed everything about this class. Being so busy I am usually trying my best just to get by but Professor
McCarthy set up a great semester for us and I really feel like I learned a lot about being a journalist. We
were lucky to get to speak to a lot of people in the industry as well as take several trips to a lot of cool
places. The structure of the course in my opinion was great and while it was a lot of work I liked it.
Everything we were asked to do, we were prepared for and I feel like I learned so much over the semester.
Great class-loved Professor McCarthy and enjoyed the semester.

 
Very good class, solid projects that reflect real world situations. I appreciate the fact that we got to choose
our topics for the most part, allowing us to stay very interested in the world. At some points, the professor
could have explained projects or nuances somewhat more specifically.

 
One of the best professors I've ever had. Professor McCarthy has so much experience in the field and she
uses it to help her students. We went on three field trips which were very informative. She also brought in
several guests that were able to teach us even more.

 Absolutely amazing professor! One of the best that I have ever had! Is passionate and interested in making
sure her students do well and succeed, both inside and outside of the classroom.

 

There are two instances in particular where clearer instruction would have been beneficial: with the State of
the Media essay and the Listening Post Assignment. Although you seemed to give thorough instructions,
only a few people did either assignment correctly and that is because the instructions you give us to follow
aren't actually clear; instead, it feels like they are pointed, and mean for us to misinterpret them so that we
get a poor grade. Only a few people thought to include explicit statistics in the Media essay, and that is
because the rest of us did not know that that was a requirement. For the listening post, it would have been
helpful to know that you wanted a creative companion to the video. Most of us followed the questions as
guidelines because we are students who like structure and follow instructions to the "t." Also, it would be a
little more fair to understand that students coming from a non-creative background might struggle with the
video-making process. Overall, though, it was a great and interesting course and the assignments were
engaging. Making the Snapchat was a favorite.
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