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Course Comments
MEDPL
38800
Sec: 01

Professor McCarthy really embraced online learning and adjusted a class that relies on being on campus and in our tv studio to being completely run from our home. She spent so much time finding the resources and helping us adjust and
teaching us new skills like reporting and putting together a video story from home. She is really one of the best professors and I recommend you take her class because not only will you learn a great deal, but you can have her in your corner!

 Prof. McCarthy created a great, engaging course where every student proved themselves and pushed themselves to go further! Even during the Covid era, Prof. McCarthy adapted amazingly and helped students transition smoothly! Definitely
one of my favorite professors, would defiantly take her again.

 Amazing job, provides great feedback and instructions to students.

 One of the most amazing professors at Hunter. Professor McCarthy helps you grow as a journalist and genuinely wants to see you succeed. While transitioning a production course to Zoom is difficult, Professor McCarthy made the absolute
most of it.

 Knowledgeable on what she is teaching.
 The best of the best, Hunter should be honored to have Professor McCarthy.
 Great one-on-one feedback! It was helpful to have information to improve our work.

 
Sissel McCarthy is one of the best teachers I’ve ever had. She cares about her students success and does what ever she can to help you get there. Every class is curated with care, the guest speakers all have something different to bring to
the table and you really get a taste of working in a real newsroom. It’s been my lifeline during this uncertain time of quarantine. Reporting news about the hunter community has not only helped me find some purpose when school didn’t feel
important at all but it has also forced me to be in contact with fellow students I wouldn’t have spoken to at all without the purpose of reporting. Thank you!

MEDIA
40200
Sec: 08

I was so happy that I decided to work with Professor McCarthy on my honors project this semester. For context, I developed four podcast episodes around Gen Z and anxiety, with a particular focus on the coronavirus. She helped me develop a
schedule and workflow that was ambitious but not overwhelming. She also gave me great advice about the creative direction of the project. Together we worked on a structure for my podcasts that made sense and would be engaging for
audiences. However she left me plenty of room for this to feel like an independent experience. For a month I did my own interviews and gave her some updates, but she didn’t micromanage me and let me figure out what worked for me. I
remember I had a roadblock in my interview process where I had trouble finding experts, and she helped me find solutions, but other than that she trusted me in my own process. Once the interviews were over, we developed a schedule where
she looked over each of my scripts and gave me feedback before I started to assemble the audio. I always knew what I had to do and appreciated having certain days where I would submit work to her. I don’t think I would have had such a
positive experience creating this series with anyone else’s help. There was one particular experience that defines who Professor McCarthy is as a professor. In the middle of the semester, when we moved to distance learning, my mental health
plummeted and I had a hard time keeping up with my work. I felt overwhelmed as we started to face the effects of this global pandemic. Suddenly the schedule I had developed with Professor McCarthy, which I could have done previously, was
too much as I dealt with issues in my home life. I told Professor McCarthy and she helped me develop a new schedule and a new focus on my project. She gave me some time to orient myself, and then we continued again. Professor McCarthy
is a compassionate professor but she never let me give up or settle for something I wouldn’t be proud of in the end. She helped me find a new motivation for my podcast and I believe it is stronger for it. Again, I’m glad we got to work together in
my last semester on a meaningful project.
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